
 

2013 Annual Report 

 
2013 Annual Report 



Membership 

In 2013 the Society added  9 Life 

Members. ²Ŝ ƘŜƭŘ ŀ ά²ƘƛǘŜ 
DƭƻǾŜέ Σ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎŜƴŜǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ 

life members. This will be an annual 

event, designed to say thank you and 

nurture bequest gifts. 

 

 

Flag Conservation 

In 2013 the Society solicited and 

received a  grant to train staff and 

volunteers on flag  and textile 

conservation .  This week long 

intensive training  was performed 

inside Building 22, our flag storage 

facility.  A similar grant is approved for 

2014. 

Society Mission 

The Illinois National Guard & Militia Historical Society preserves and 

presents the history, traditions and spirit of the Illinois National Guard and Militia by 

supporting programs designed to educate current and former Guard members and 

our communities of the historic contributions of the Illinois citizen-soldiers in peace 

and wartime. 

Society Goals 

In order to achieve our mission, we have identified four specific goals: 

1. Establish a secure future for the Illinois National Guard & Militia Historical 

Society. 

2. Expand the depth of resources provided by the Society. 

3. Secure and provide funding for first-class exhibits at the Illinois State Military 

Museum in order to preserve, honor and display the history of Illinois Militia 

and National Guard. 

4. Improve the visibility and awareness of the Illinois State Military Museum by 

promoting and expanding access to the Museum. 
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Museum Attendance 

Attendance at the Illinois State 

Military Museum rose 64% in 

2013. 

Events and Scheduled Groups 

What a busy year!  We had  115 
scheduled visits and events. 

Students  Visits 

2472  students visited the Museum 

as part of group tours. Most groups 

experienced the Living History 

Detachment  volunteers.    

Society Staff 

The Illinois National Guard & Militia Historical Society has one full-time 

staff member and two part-time staff. The executive director handles 

business matters, performs fundraising, holds special events,  handles 

public relations activities, outreach, website maintenance, social 

media and supports daily activities inside the museum. 

 Part-time staff serve as docents when the Museum is open and assist 

Museum Curator, Bill Lear, conserve and display artifacts.   These staff 

members play a key role in coordination of special tours for group 

visits. They coordinate the activities of the Living History  Detachment 

and prospect for new group visitors.  In effect these individuals 

function as the assistant to the Curator and the Museum Director. 

They are extremely  knowledgeable about the history of the Militia 

and Guard. 

Society employees are continually working with other historic sites 

and outside groups to increase Museum attendance.  Our unfair 

advantage has become our personal approach to making  each group 

visit memorable. 

Each day at the Illinois State Military Museum is an adventure. On a 

regular basis,  retired military members and their families call and visit 

the museum to  donate treasures.  This is a time consuming , yet 

important process.  These treasures represent important keepsakes of 

ǘƘŜ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊΩǎ ǿƘƻǎŜ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ǿŜ ǘŜƭƭΦ 
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Volunteers 

The Museum and Society added 7 

new volunteers and  3 college 

interns  working  with artifacts. 

 

 

 

Increased National Guard Presence 

The Illinois State Military Museum 

has become a venue for an 

increasing number of activities in 

conjunction with the Illinois 

National Guard.  We have hosted 

promotion ceremonies, retirement 

events, officer training , new recruit 

events and receptions for The 

Adjutant General.  We have 

involved active duty soldiers and 

equipment in our presentations. 

School Groups 

The number of school bus trips continues to grow.   A number of new 

schools visited for the first time in 2013. We work closely with tour 

companies  and the Springfield Tourism Bureau to increase the number 

of school groups. 
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